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Fees, We cannot omit mentioning to your Excellency another Pradice

Iately crept in amongft us, That of Buying and Selling the Offices of the
Qdun.ty.CIcr1<s; and the very Perfons, who receive the Profits of the
Offices of Clerks and Regifters, pradifing as Attorneys in the Courts to
which thefe Ofﬁcesbﬁelong_: That fuch Sales are unlawful js too ohvicus
to be denied, and whether the fame Perfon, alting in the different Capa-
cities of Clerk and Attorney, having the Cuftody of the Papers and Eyia
dences of the Perfon againft whom he js concerned, and the entring up of
the Judgment in the Caufe, may not be introduive of Corruption, In-
Juftice and Opprefiion, we fubmit to your Excellency, or any other unx
prejudiced Perfon, -

The exadting Alienation Fines on Devifes, is, we conceive, a Thing con-
~-trary to the Tenor and Conditions of our Grants, a Projeét introduced to
drain Money from the Pcople within thefs three or four Years laft paft,
from a forced Conftruétion of the Words of our Patents,

. We are far from defiring to Wrong his Lord (ki p of what properly belongs
to him, but cannot help Complaining of that Prerogative and Authetity
" he has lately taken upon himfelf, to Vacate hijs own Grants of Land to
~ the People of this Province, on account of Surplus or any other Matter,
as invafive of our Propertics, and a Thing not to be done by any Subject.

The Naval Officers of this Province, we think are, or ought to be Sub-
- Je& to the Laws of it; yet notwithftanding the exnrefs Claufe in the
Paper Currency A&, that all Contra@s to be made from and after the
- Publication of "that A&, fhould be paid and fatistied in Bills of Credit,
they, to this time, have obliged Mafters of al] Veffels Entring or Clearing
with them, to pay their Fees in Gold or Silver ; Strange! that the hold.
ing an Office (the Fees and Perquifites whereof, arife from the Labour
and Induftry of a People) fhould fet Perfons above the Law, and invelt
them with a Power to opprefs that People ! | .

_ The laft Thing we fhall trouble your Excellency with in this Addrefs,
is a Privilege lately invented and claimed by the Members of his Lord.
thip’s Council ; it is well known that the greater number of the Gentlemen
of that Board are poffeffed of Offices of the greateft Profit and Truft
the Province, fome being Treafurers, fome Truftees of the Paper Curren-
¢y, and others Naval Officers, yet thofe Gentlemen being called upon to
‘give an Account of the Country’s Money, refufe to anfwer in Perfon,
.alledging it below the Dignity of their Houfe as they term it, to appear
before the Houfe of Delegates, much lefs any Committee of it: We think
it the Country’s undoubted Right to call all thofe who have the Colle&ing,
Keeping or Difpofing of the PubIXk,«Money, to Account for it ; nor can
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